
The pictures and stories from Ukraine are 
breathtaking.  

Sometimes I wonder whether we 
become immune to images and tragic 
stories beamed into our brains by tv, 
smartphones and laptops. We’re used to 
seeing tragedies in far-flung places that 
we may never visit do terrible things to 
one another. And somehow these things 
pass us by. 

But Ukraine is different. The stories are 
astonishing. The shadow of nuclear war 
rising. A heroic president, who once won 
the Ukrainian equivalent of Strictly Come 
Dancing and did the dub for Paddington 
now wears combat fatigues and sits 
with the troops in the streets of Kyiv. 
Grandparents making Molotov cocktails 
and 13 guards on a  lonely island on the 
Black Sea tells a Russian Warship to go….
well you know what they said. Astonishing. 
The influential historian Yuval Noah-Harari 
describes these stories as ‘nation making’ 
forging an identity of tough resilience that 
the Ukrainians themselves could have 
barely expected. 

It’s often said that we live in a time of 
moral uncertainty. That the old binaries 
of good and evil, light and darkness are 
old and outdated concepts; grey is the 
new fashion. Yet this is not true and in 
our hearts we know it. It is wrong for 
one country to be invaded by another, 
for schools, offices and hospitals to be 
bombed and shot. We know this to be 
true. 

Christians can get antsy about the 
presence of evil. Sometimes it’s even 
called ‘the problem of evil’, like it’s a 
math equation to be solved with clever 
algebraic formulations. The bible doesn’t 
have a problem acknowledging the 
existence of evil but it also doesn’t try 
and solve it mathematically. Instead, the 
bible says fight it, stand up, protect the 
vulnerable, defend the weak. Jesus is 
often described as ‘gentle and meek’ but 
if you read the gospels, he’s nearly always 
in a scrap. When people are pushed 
around, Jesus pushes back and he says 
no. Not today. Whether it’s taking on 
overly scrupulous religious people making 
weights people couldn’t carry, sickness or 
evil, Jesus fought and indeed fights on the 
side of the vulnerable.

In Ukraine office workers have been 
turned into soldiers and grandmothers 
into bomb makers. None of them have 
expected this at all. Many live in ordinary 
towns like Taunton but they have looked 
at evil acts and said, “not today”. The truth 
is that we don’t know what will come next 
in this horrible war, whether it will spread 
closer to our shores, whether it will cost us 
money or lives or health. Whatever comes 
next the inspiration of the Ukrainians is to 
take a stand. 

God Bless

Nick
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STARTING THIS WEEK
On Thursday 10th March at 7.30pm we 
will be beginning a 5 week Lent Course 
similary to that we ran last year -  Learning 
in Lockdown.   
 
It will be on Zoom on a Thursday evening 
and will be taking a look into the Book 
of Acts for this brand new course (please 
note this is not a repeat of last year’s Lent 
course!)  
 
If you would like to join the course from the 
comfort of your sofa, please email office@
stgchurch.co.uk to register your interest 
and to receive the Zoom link to join in!

Learning In LENT

The next STROLL FOR THE SOUL walk will be 
on FRIDAY 11 March.  Please note the change 
from Thursday to Friday, as we are occasionally 
trying out different days in order to suit as 
many people as possible.

This month we will be following short but 
beautiful circular walk at Staple Hill on the 
Blackdowns.  There is a good footpath for the 
whole route, about half of which is level and 
the rest with a mostly gentle incline.  

Near the end of the walk there is a convenient 
picnic table with a splendid view across 
Taunton Deane, so do bring your own flask 
of coffee if you would like to - biscuits will be 
provided!

Meet at the Staple Hill carpark (grid ref 
246159) - at 10.15 a.m. for a 10.30 a.m. start on 
Friday 11 March.  

Follow the Corfe road up to the crossroads at 
the top of the hill, turn left and the carpark is 
signed on the left after about a mile.

All are welcome.  Please could you let either 
Rachel (tel 07818003297) or Janet know if you 
are able to offer a lift to the venue in your car, 
or if you require a lift. If you can’t catch us in 
person, you can get in touch with us via the 
church office by emailing office@stgchurch.
co.uk  

It’s Lent Boxes Time! 
If you haven’t aready, please do 
collect your Christian Aid Lent Box 
unless you have kept last years! 
Please put the number of the box 
you pick up in the book and your 
name and telephone number.  They 
can be found by the church door 
folded up 

  Thank you.!  Helen x



Learning In LENT

TUESDAY SOCIALS
 
Although not many in number those who 
did join us for Pancake Fun had a great 
time. They entered into the spirit of it all 
and it was fun. We all needed cheering up 
on such a cold and wet afternoon and it 
was good to laugh. Our pancake tossing 
was hilarious and the pancake tennis got 
better and better. We all enjoyed meeting 
new people so there was much chatting 
as we ate fresh pancakes, lemon drizzle 
and drank tea. It was worth the effort....
the clearing up was wonderful. Thank you 
everyone! 
Our next session this Tuesday is a making 
session boxes and cards then a 2 week 
break.

Our March Knit and Natter on Zoom will 
be on Wednesday 16th March. We had 
such a lovely time last month when we 
got together so if you’d just like a bit of 
company and a chat from the comfort 
of your armchair, then do look out for 
the Zoom link which will be sent the day 
before. No crafting/knitting required!!
 

Please do come along for a bowl of 
warming homemade soup Saturday 
12th in our Church Hall and bring a 
friend along. A perfect way to have some 
food and fellowship and to fundraise for 
Christian Aid.

Knit & NATTER

LENT Soup Saturday

Tuesday SOCIALS



Our charity collection for  
this week will be for Save The Children 
Our collections for the next 2 weeks will be 

donated to help the children and families of Ukraine, through Save the Children.  We know that 
many millions of families have been forced to flee their homes in search of safety for themselves 
and their children, travelling to neighbouring countries or to other regions of Ukraine and 
Save the Children are already providing very basic necessities so they can keep warm, clean 
and healthy.  Teams in neighbouring Poland, Rumania and Lithuania are also preparing to 
provide urgent and lifesaving help, and safe spaces for the children as they are arriving or 
passing through.   Save the Children began in 1919 working with children suffering the effects of 
displacement following the First World War and have over a century of experience of the very 
particular needs of children in these emergency situations - and of continuing to care after, as 
children deal with the trauma they suffer.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO TO DONATE ONLINE ...

please visit their page https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/where-we-work/
europe/ukraine 
Alternatively, please send a cheque to Save the Children, 1 St John’s Lane,
London, EC1M 4AR

A VERY BIG THANK YOU to all who helped 
with churchyard gardening last year, whether 
at the Saturday sessions (3rd Saturday 
morning of the month, March – November), or 
by caring for an area of the churchyard in your 
own spare time, as part of St George’s ADOPT-
A-PLOT scheme.

MARCH IS HERE!  Spring flowers are 
blooming, trees will soon be in leaf, the grass 
is growing, but …. so are the weeds and 
brambles!  

In case anyone is wondering what goes on at 
the Saturday sessions: on average between 
6 or 7 adults and 2 or 3 children come along 
to help.  It’s rewarding to see the fruits of 
our labours: perhaps freshly raked-up grass 
cuttings or leaves, a pruned bush, a weeded 
or planted border, or a wall cleared of ivy. It’s a 
peaceful place to work, but there’s also good 
company between times – it’s encouraging to 
work together over a task, or to chat generally 
when we break to gather at about 11am round 
one of the benches for a drink and snack.  If 
we’re working at the front of the church, 
many people walk through the churchyard 

on their way to or from town, and they nearly 
always greet us or return our greeting or stop 
and talk for a few minutes. At other times 
people may come to visit the grave of family 
or friends, and it can be very uplifting for 
them to know that the churchyard is valued 
and cared for by us; and if we have spoken 
with them, it can help us to feel familiar with 
the names on grave stones of people we 
haven’t personally known, or whose relatives 
we haven’t met before.

The sessions are between 9.30 – 12.00/12.30, 
but sometimes people come for just an hour. 
That’s absolutely fine of course; although they 
might just miss the tea break!

So, if any of you would like to come along and 
help this year, please do; or come and have a 
word if you’d like to care for a specific small 
area of the churchyard in your own spare time.

And THANK YOU AGAIN to all of you who do 
already help.
HOPE TO SEE YOU ON SATURDAY 19TH 
MARCH!

     Jane Joyce
  

On behalf of St George’s Churchyard Gardeners,  
March 2022



If you would like to donate to the 
work of St George’s, we now have 
more ways to donate. We now 
have a Give A Little page which you 
can access either on our website 
or simply 
by hovering 
your phone 
camera on 
the QR code 
below which 
will take you 
directly to our 
giving page. 
 

GIVE-A-LITTLE 
HELP-A-LOT

OUR WEEK Ahead
Sunday 6th  
9.30am Holy Communion
9.45am Online Service 
10.00am Coffee Zoom  
1100am the eleven Service 
Monday 7th
9.00pm Compline on Zoom 
Tuesday 8st 
2.15pm St George’s Social   
 - Crafts - making Easter Cards
Wednesday 9th 
9.30am Stay and Play
Thurs 10th 
7.00pm Learning in Lent
Friday 11th 
10.15am Stroll For the Soul 
Sat 12th
12.15pm Lent Soup Saturday  
in aid of Christian Aid 

Rev’d Dr Nick Griffin 
Tel: 01823 774128 
Email: nick@stgchurch.co.uk 
Day Off: Fridays

Bethan Baigent- 
Parish Administrator 
Tel: 01823 284253
Email: office@stgchurch.co.uk 
Office Hours: Tues - Thurs 10-1pm 
 

Churchwardens 
Peter JoycePeter Joyce - 07761 407433 
Hilary McKegneyHilary McKegney - 07460 471514

Prayer Circle
To be in contact for confidential 
prayer amongst our Prayer  
Circle, please email:
prayer@stgchurch.co.ukprayer@stgchurch.co.uk

9.30am Holy Communion Service
9.45am Online Service 
11.00am Worship Service

SUN 
6th 
MAR

OUR CONTACTS

9.30am Holy Communion Service
9.45am Online Service 
11.00am Worship Service

9.30am Holy Communion Service
with Choir and sung liturgy
9.45am Online Service 
11.00am Worship Service

SUN 
13th 
MAR

9.30am Holy Communion Service
9.45am Online Service 
11.00am Worship Service with 
Communion 

SUN 
20th 
MAR

9.30am Holy Communion Service
with Choir and sung liturgy
9.45am Online Service 
11.00am Worship Service

SUN 
27th 
MAR  

SUN 
3rd 
apr  



We remember  
 

Russell Petty and 
Jean Underwood, 

 

and pray that you would bless 
those who mourn with the comfort 
of your love that they may face 
each new day with hope and the 

certainty that nothing can destroy 
the good that has been given.  
May their memories become 
joyful, their days enriched 

with friendship, and their lives 
encircled  by your love. 

 Through Jesus Christ, our lord.
Amen.

The Collect 
Sunday 6th March ‘22
Almighty God,
whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in the 
wilderness,
and was tempted as we are, yet without sin:
give us grace to discipline ourselves in obedi-
ence to your Spirit;
and, as you know our weakness,
so may we know your power to save;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen
Heavenly Father,
your Son battled with the powers of darkness,
and grew closer to you in the desert:
help us to use these days to grow in wisdom 
and prayer
that we may witness to your saving love
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

The Lectionary readings for  
Sunday 16th January are:
2 CORINTHIANS 3:12-4:2
LUKE 9:28-36 
Our readings in church and online  
for this Sunday are:
Acts 10.9-23 
Luke 4.1-13.

Do get in touch if you would like to join 
our team to read either in church, online 
or both!
We are always looking for people to join 
our prayer team for our services too so 
get in touch if you’d like to join us and 
serve in this wonderful way! 

The Readings 
Sunday 6th March  ‘22

Our Services

PRAYING FOR OUR 
TAUNTON STREET PASTORS 
THIS WEEK we will be Taunton 
Street Pastor’s Praying Partner, 
where we ask you to remember them 
in your Prayers and Small groups, and 
as individuals.  
We are also invited to go and pray 
with them at their base in North 
Street Church as they prepare to go 
out on their patrol from 9.15pm on-
wards.

EASTER LILLIES
Just a heads up that we will soon be 
popping a notice up in the church 
porch should you wish to have an 
Easter Lilly in loving memory of a 
loved one this Easter time in church 
for a donation of £3.00
If you are unable to get to church 
to add your name and the name of 
those whose name you would like the 
lilly dedicated to, do email office@
stgchurch.co.uk 



The Collect 
Sunday 6th March ‘22
Almighty God,
whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in the 
wilderness,
and was tempted as we are, yet without sin:
give us grace to discipline ourselves in obedi-
ence to your Spirit;
and, as you know our weakness,
so may we know your power to save;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen
Heavenly Father,
your Son battled with the powers of darkness,
and grew closer to you in the desert:
help us to use these days to grow in wisdom 
and prayer
that we may witness to your saving love
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

So we’ve now done 4 of our new “the 
eleven” contemporary style services and  
we are so grateful for everyones support 
and encouragement as we take these 
new steps forward.
It will be a while before we really settle 
into a pattern and get it right so we do 
appreciate your patience as we work out 
what works, what doesn’t, how we can do 
things better etc. Thank you.
In order to make these services work, we 
really do need more helping hands in a 
variety of different ways and we’d be so 
grateful if you could pray about it and see 
if a way of giving to St George’s may be 
through these different ministries we’re 
trying to grow.
For those of you who have come along 
to these services, we hope you have seen 
the clipboards where you can sign up for 
these ministries and play your part.
The ministries we have identified are:
• Families 
• Practical
• Coffee
• Tech
• Welcome
• Cake
Just to give you a little more information 
on what is involved in these ministries, 
we’ll look at a couple over the next three 
weeks and encourage you to pray to see if 
this is one ministry you could join.

Families Ministry 
Join the team to welcome and care for 
families who come to ‘the eleven’. There 
are lots of ways to be involved (you don’t 
have to do them all), whether it’s setting 
up, cleaning and packing away toys in 
the ‘Family Room’, helping to design 
and prepare crafts before each service, 
or being the friendly face in the room as 
‘Families Facilitator’ during the service. 
There are lots of opportunities in this team 
to get involved. If you would like more 
information on this, do email families@
stgchurch.co.uk or office@stgchurch.co.uk
Practical Ministry
Helping us to set up the chairs and tables 
before the service as well as putting them 
away at the end of the service, making sure 
it is clean and tidy ready for our Hall Hir-
ers the next day (or even for an afternoon 
booking) Note: This may mean moving 
heavy items at times.
If there are no bookings on Saturday after-
noon and evening, set up may be done on 
the Saturday if that would make it easier - 
just check with the Church office first!

This Wednesday we will be beginning 
a time of Prayer and worship. It will be 
a very relaxed and give space for prayer 
collectively and individually. It will be 
very informal with no order of service, 
just a place and time for those with a 
heart for prayer and worship to come 
along.  Our dear friend Marion, from 
Pursuit will be helping to lead us with 
worship and encourage us in prayer, 
so do join us Wednesday 9th March 
@1pm

PRAYER & Worship Service

the eleven  Servic


