
 

 

LUKE 14:25-34 

Let’s play a game; I say two options – you give me the best one:  

Cat or Dog? 

Biscuit or cake? 

Coffee or tea?  

Classical or Rock? 

Rugby or football?  

Hot or cold? 

Some of you looking at each other like – I can’t believe you said 

Biscuit. Really. Biscuit? Over cake. Who are you?  

One of the things that happens as you grow up is that you find 

out what you like and what you don’t like. Somehow although 

you are you, you get to know yourself. When you’re tiny you 

probably reflect your parents but teenage years – teen years are 

classically the time when the child moves on to figuring out 

more of who they are. And it’s also this time when Jesus says – if 

anyone does not hate your mum or Dad… – ‘HATE YOU’. It’s this 

process of finding what my actual priorities are. Do I want to be 

rich, do I want to travel, do I want to work hard, or just play or 

have kids – it’s the time when you dream. And right now 

culturally we’re in a weird space where people don’t like being 

direct. I used to work with students and they’d do this thing 

called ‘ghosting’ where you don’t say – hey I am going to do this, 

or ‘no I am not going to do this’ – they say – nothing. Literally 



nothing. So I’d run events and think…will anyone be here?  

Commitment or non-commitment – that is being definite – is 

out of fashion and is a big thing turning people away.  

Thank goodness God doesn’t follow trends. Jesus calls to 

maximum commitment. The most important thing in your life 

is a loving relationship with God. What else could be better? In 

Jesus, God has held nothing back, given you his very self. God 

has committed to you, even giving himself on a cross for you 

and for me which means everything else falls away. Let’s dive 

into the passage to see how: 

V25 Large crowds were travelling with Jesus and he said ‘If 

anyone come to me and doesn’t hate mother, father, wife 

and children…even his own life…he cannot be my disciple 

Silence. Wind blows…tumbleweed…wow Jesus…they…um…you 

know cant you turn water into wine again? That was kind of 

cool.  

Jesus isn’t in a popularity content. He knows the crowds will 

soon be shouting ‘crucify him’. He’s not defined by how popular 

he is at anyone moment. It’s not like Jesus is on the bake off and 

trying to get a cook book deal or Strictly and trying to get on the 

tour; Jesus doesn’t need us, he calls us cause we need him. A 

bishop once told me he had an excited vicar bound up to 

him….Bishop Bishop, I’ve figured it out – the most important 

thing…is to be open. No, said the Bishop the most important 

thing is to be faithful. To take up our cross to follow him.  



Let’s slow the language down – hate? Hmm is there some 

clever vicary-theological way we can tone down the word? 

Nope. It means hate. But it’s hyperbole, exaggeration…clearly 

when we put it next to other Jesus’ sayings – love your 

neighbour as you love yourself, honour your parents, let the 

children come to me, you know it’s not like we’ve discovered a 

different Jesus. You know a kind of hatey Jesus. He extends his 

arms and he says ‘follow me’ and calls for commitment. That 

works out in a few ways in this passage.  

First, we’ve got the commitment to the priority of God in our 

relationships. In many countries even today, following Jesus will 

mean family rejection, even death. Jesus knew that following 

him would carry a cost. At the moment this is not the case in 

the West. But it works differently. My family had high hopes for 

me growing up – this one reads books! This one likes school! He 

might be a….lawyer…oooo. So when I declared as a teenager, I 

was going to be a minister…there was palpable silence. Uncle 

Derek was not pleased. My friend ordained few years ago – 

successful physio – even amongst his committed Christians 

were flabbergasted that he could give up a career to follow the 

Lord – you’re letting the children down! Now some of you are 

called to lead or be ordained but most aren’t. But we’re all called 

to stand up and put the Lord first. Just one example, one of the 

main reasons people don’t bring their kids to church is sport. I’ll 

leave that there and let you do the maths – Jesus calls us to 

prioritise following him and that means there is a cost to be 

counted before we start.   



Jesus gives us two examples – first someone who wants to build 

a tower. I’ve always fancied building a tower in my backgarden – 

it’s a good job I’m not rich otherwise our garden would be full of 

follies – but this is more like a security thing to protect your land. 

A tower to store tools in and then kind of watch over your land. 

Plus towers are cool. But starting and not finishing a job? 

Humiliating. Or a king starting a war they can’t win…hmm…and 

immediately asking for peace. Yeah. Don’t start, something you 

aren’t going to finish. Salt that’s lost it’s saltiness is useless. Jesus 

isn’t looking for some bunch of crowds to come in and go again, 

nope. Looking for real commitment. Remember the parable of 

the sower, those middle two sprang up so quickly but got lost in 

the weeds and eaten by birds. So he says, if you’re going to 

follow me, count the cost.  

Second, Jesus talks about possessions, money and stuff. The 

relationship with Jesus reprioritises our life. Money is not the 

goal. Big houses. Flashy cars. Shopping regularly at Waitrose….is 

not the goal. Our eye is on the Lord. I said a few weeks back that 

wealth is not bad – but its dangerous for our spiritual health. 

Jesus says, it is not money that is the root of all evil – but the 

love of money that is the root. It’s so shiny. Giving it away is the 

cure for the spell. 

I’ll be honest. I don’t like talking about money. It feels crass and 

not English. But Jesus doesn’t seem to mind it at all because it 

is an expression of the heart. Where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also. This week we send our annual refresh of 



Christian giving out to everyone who is already on the list and 

some blank ones for new people to join. The scheme is the way 

that St Georges holds out ministry to this place, that is how the 

gospel is preached, the sick supported, the lonely visited and 

the Lord praised. My prayer is that we can go beyond ‘breaking 

even’ and paying our basic costs to be a massive blessing to the 

community. Jesus calls us to commitment in all areas of our 

lives and if you’re a part of the life of St Georges, take some time 

in prayer to consider how you might continue and expand the 

work here. From streaming to loneliness cafes to prayer rooms, 

to expanding kids works, to transforming spaces there is loads 

on the horizon and we need to count the cost. Figure it out.  

Following Jesus is not a spectator sport. It often starts that way. 

You see some people doing some stuff and closing their eyes 

and talking a lot. But then you find yourself caught up in the 

crowd, singing the songs, buying the t-shirt and going to home 

games regularly. Jesus asks for more than that. He says, come 

follow me. Get out of the stands and onto the pitch, come pull a 

shirt on and play. Everyone gets to play. Everyone gets to be 

involved. Come follow me, it’ll be free but it will cost you 

everything.  

Those who have ears, let them hear.   

 


