
In a few weeks and months of bad 
international news, the release of Nazanin 
Zaghari-Ratcliffe was such a relief. After 
nearly six years in an Iranian prison under 
the flimsy charge of ‘attempts to topple 
the regime’, the sight of the eventual 
reunification with her daughter and 
husband is deeply moving. The story is a 
pretty tragic one with a woman caught 
between two governments. Whatever your 
political persuasion, Zaghari-Ratcliffe’s case 
was seen by six different foreign secretaries 
and only the most recent one managed 
to free her. The case is incredibly murky. 
Iran’s claim of espionage was farcical and 
the British Government’s reluctance to pay 
‘ransom’ money is understandable and 
complex. 
It’s a mucky and complex international 
business. 
And yet, it’s also incredibly simple. A 
woman was imprisoned and missed the 
majority of her daughter’s life on a false 
charge. That was wrong. She was caught 
as an international pawn between two 
governments. This was terribly wrong. Her 
case was ignored, delayed and obfuscated 
repeatedly. This was soul-crushing for her 
and her family.
We know her story partly because of the 
efforts of Nazanin’s husband, Richard. 
Campaigning tirelessly for years, he even 
went on hunger-strike and lived in a tent 
in Westminster. Some MPs reportedly told 
him ‘not to make a fuss’. I can just imagine 
a well-suited politician stopping to poke 
his head into a tent and telling a hungry 
and diminished husband, to keep it a bit 
quiet. Yet it may have been this personal 

connection which made the difference to 
the foreign secretary. Richard Ratcliffe didn’t 
just write letters or sign petitions, he gave 
his time, energy, comfort and even his body 
out of love for his wife and daughter. This 
is proper heroism, a story where he had no 
assurance of success but simply had to try 
because he loved her. 
In the marriage vows, one makes a promise, 
not to be happy or healthy, or wealthy but 
to love. When we make promises, we don’t 
know what the cost will be but we agree to 
pay it. Few of us will be required to make 
such a sacrifice, yet we ought to resolve 
ourselves to answer if the call comes.  
This is love.
In the gospel, we see a story of love in which 
God promised not to abandon people to 
their own imprisonment of sin and death 
but at the cross, paid the cost. The story 
goes a bit deeper though because even at 
the dawn of creation, when God promises 
to love, he also knew what that cost would 
be. He made the promise, knowing what it 
would cost and paid it anyway. This is love. 
Do pray for the whole family on their return. 

God Bless

Nick
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Our collections for the next two weeks, and covering Mothering Sunday, will be donated to 
Mothers’ Union Worldwide - a global Christian organisation that has been supporting families 
worldwide for over 140 years.  Started by the founder, Mary Sumner in 1876 in her local parish 
church in Hampshire, it has grown into an international charity with over 4 million members in 
84 countries.   
As a Christian membership charity their members demonstrate their faith in action working to 
strengthen families, develop communities and support the work of local churches, with projects 
as diverse as Literacy and Agricultural Training programmes in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, and being involved with a ‘Grub Club’ to combat ‘holiday hunger’ in Northern Ireland.  
In many developing countries MU provides a cooked midday meal for children in school, as well 
as supporting the pastoral work of local clergy who often cover a much larger area than our 
parishes.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO TO DONATE ONLINE ...

please visit their page https://www.mothersunion.org/donate
Alternatively, please send a cheque to Mothers’ Union, Mary Sumner House, 
24 Tufton Street, London, SW1P 3RB



WE’RE BACK THIS TUESDAY with a time to 
get together for some fun and fellowship with 
our Easter Crafts Afternoon.
Join us in the Dunning Room for some good 
company and maybe even a slice of cake from 
2.15pm - 4pm.
Everyone is most welcome and it would be 
great to meet some of you who are new to us 
at St George’s.
Only £3 for the session, so come along, make 
some Easter crafts or just for a cuppa and a 
natter!

If you have any ideas on what we can do with 
these Tuesday Socials do get in touch. We’re 
sure many of you must have some great ideas  
Maybe a skill, a talk, music, books, how you 
spent your years of career etc. Don’t be shy! 
It would be good to do different things and 

Date For Your DiaryDate For Your Diary
Pop the date - Saturday 30th April for an 
evening of entertainment with the wonderful 
Taunton Military Wives Choir. Tickets will 
be available shortly but will include a 
Ploughmans Supper and a glass of fizz........

get to know one another better.
So let us know if you have any ideas or come 
and share them with this 
THIS TUESDAY 2.15PM DUNNING ROOM,  
ST GEORGE’S CHURCH HALL



We remember  
 

David Bowerman, Richard Booth, 
Mark Hall, Pam Thorne

 

and pray that you would bless 
those who mourn with the comfort 
of your love that they may face 
each new day with hope and the 

certainty that nothing can destroy 
the good that has been given.  
May their memories become 
joyful, their days enriched 

with friendship, and their lives 
encircled  by your love. 

 Through Jesus Christ, our lord.
Amen.

The Collect 
Sunday 27th March ‘22
Merciful Lord,
absolve your people from their offences,
that through your bountiful goodness
we may all be delivered from the chains of 
those sins
which by our frailty we have committed;
grant this, heavenly Father,
for Jesus Christ’s sake, our blessed Lord and 
Saviour,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen
Merciful Lord,
you know our struggle to serve you:
when sin spoils our lives
and overshadows our hearts,
come to our aid
and turn us back to you again;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

The Lectionary readings for  
Sunday 16th January are:
Exodus 2:1-10 
Luke 15:1-11 
Our readings in church and online  
for this Sunday are:
Acts 14.21-28 
Luke 15: 1-10

Do get in touch if you would like to 
join our team to read either in church, 
online or both!
We are always looking for people to 
join our prayer team for our services 
too so get in touch if you’d like to join 
us and serve in this wonderful way! 

The Readings 
Sunday 27th March  ‘22

The sign up sheet is now up in the 
church porch should you wish to have 
an Easter Lily in loving memory of a 
loved one this Easter time in church for a 
donation of £3.00. Please can you make 
sure you pay either Sue Stenhouse or 
Bethan in the Church office. 
 
If you are unable to get to church 
to add your name and the name 
of those whose name you would 
like the lilly dedicated to, email 
office@stgchurch.co.uk 
Payment will not be needed 
upfront!

Easter Lilies 



The Collect 
Sunday 27th March ‘22
Merciful Lord,
absolve your people from their offences,
that through your bountiful goodness
we may all be delivered from the chains of 
those sins
which by our frailty we have committed;
grant this, heavenly Father,
for Jesus Christ’s sake, our blessed Lord and 
Saviour,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen
Merciful Lord,
you know our struggle to serve you:
when sin spoils our lives
and overshadows our hearts,
come to our aid
and turn us back to you again;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

If you would like to donate to the 
work of St George’s, we now have 
more ways to donate. We now 
have a Give A Little page which you 
can access either on our website 
or simply 
by hovering 
your phone 
camera on 
the QR code 
below which 
will take you 
directly to our 
giving page. 
 

GIVE-A-LITTLE 
HELP-A-LOT

OUR WEEK Ahead
Sunday 27th  
9.30am Holy Communion
9.45am Online Service 
10.00am Coffee Zoom  
11.00am the eleven Service  
Monday28th 
10.00am Buggy Buddies
7.30pm Young People’s BIOY
9.00pm Compline on Zoom
Tuesday 29th
2.15pm Tuesday Social - Crafts
7.30pm - Bible In One Year 
Wednesday 30th 
9.30am Stay and Play
1.00pm Prayer and Worship
Thurs 31st 
7.30pm Learning in Lent
 

Rev’d Dr Nick Griffin 
Tel: 01823 774128 
Email: nick@stgchurch.co.uk 
Day Off: Fridays

Bethan Baigent- 
Parish Administrator 
Tel: 01823 284253
Email: office@stgchurch.co.uk 
Office Hours: Tues - Thurs 10-1pm 
 

Churchwardens 
Peter JoycePeter Joyce - 07761 407433 
Hilary McKegneyHilary McKegney - 07460 471514

Prayer Circle
To be in contact for confidential prayer 
amongst our Prayer  
Circle, please email:
prayer@stgchurch.co.ukprayer@stgchurch.co.uk

Pastoral CarePastoral Care  
If you or you know of someone who you If you or you know of someone who you 
are concerned about or think would are concerned about or think would 
benefit from some TLC, get in touch benefit from some TLC, get in touch 
with our Pastoral Team on with our Pastoral Team on 
pastoralcare@stgchurch.co.ukpastoralcare@stgchurch.co.uk

9.30am Holy Communion Service
with Choir and sung liturgy
9.45am Online Service 
11.00am Worship Service

SUN 
10th 
APR

OUR CONTACTS

9.30am Holy Communion Service
9.45am Online Service 
11.00am Worship Service

9.30am Holy Communion Service
with Choir and sung liturgy
9.45am Online Service 
11.00am Worship Service

SUN 
27th 
MAR  

SUN 
3rd 
apr  

6.15am Easter Sunrise
9.30am Holy Communion Service
9.45am Online Service 
11.00am Worship Service with 
Communion 

SUN 
17th 
apr



Easter Services

If you are not 
going to be in 

church these next 
couple of weeks, 

let the Office know   
and we’ll pop it in 

the post!

More details will soon be following for our Easter Services 
but we wanted to share the dates and times with you so 
you can pop them in your diaries. It’s looking as though 
our Easter Sunrise Service out in the churchyard will be at 
a slightly earlier time this year - possibly 6.15am but people 
did enjoy this last year so we thought we would resurrect 
it again this year.



For the last few weeks we have been 
highlighting some of the Ministries we have 
to help us with our new “the eleven” Sunday 
Service.
 
I’ve often wanted to do rolling credits on the 
screen at the end of our services so people 
can see just what it takes to have a service - 
I think many of you would be surprised just 
how many different aspects are needed to 
come together each Sunday.
I do fear though that should I do that, you’d 
do what we all do at the end of the showing 
of a film at the cinema and just head home 
(although Noah does indeed make me 
wait so he can do a little dance at the front 
of the big cinema screen, much to the 
amusement of the staff!).

It doesn’t matter if you have been coming 
to St G’s for a couple of weeks or a couple 
of decades, we’d love for you to be a part of 
the church teams that help in various ways 
in these different ministries. 

So don’t be shy. You wont be stepping on 
anyone’s toes. No-one will expect you to 
know what you’re doing straight away, but 
it IS great to be a part of a team and you’ll 
be so welcome.  From coffee, to helping 

with families, to cleaning the church, to just 
helping put away at the end of the service, to 
setting up, to working the overhead screens, 
there’s so many many differnet ways to help 
and give your time and talents.

I always remember a dear Vicar who said that 
for some, they carry many balloons and every 
now and then it is good to let one of them go. 
For others, they dont hold onto any balloons 
but should be encouraged to hold one, even 
if just for a short time and to know  it’s not 
superglued to the hand. It can be freely 
passed onto another. But if we can share 
these balloons out, it makes life lighter for all. 
And the more that carry a balloon, the less 
that is needed to do!

So, maybe you’d like to pick up  
a balloon? Maybe hand over  
a balloon to another?  
Maybe swap your balloon?

Do get in touch if you would like to join us 
and be part of a lovely team here. 

l Coffee  l Families  l Tech
l Cleaning  l Setting Up l Clearing
l Reading  l Music

Email me at office@stgchurch.co.uk and I’d 
be delighted to hear from you!

      Bethan

Time and Talents



Events across  TAUNTON

A couple of invitations to all and a Reqiem 
to enjoy! Pop the dates in your diaries and 
do go along if you can!


